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On Construction and Destruction of Speech Act of Refusal

and the Contrastive Analysis of Chinese & Japanese

LIU JUE

Abstract: After the literature review of speech act of refusal in Chinese and Japanese, this paper
proposes a new perspective of dynamic analysis on database which acts as a theoretical base for the
systematic research. It explicates the related issues in the dynamic process of refusal in the light of
adaptation theory and some other pragmatic theories. Semantic format analysis is far from
expounding the deep discourse selection mechanism though it describes the surface structure.
However, dynamic analysis emphasizes three characteristics of refusal which covers reliance on
triggering behavior, negotiation of discourse selection and distinctness of communicative intention.

Keywords : refusal ; semantic format analysis; observing dimension; dynamic perspective ;

continuum



