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A Study on Liang Qixun’s Academic Background and His First Use of

“Guominxing” Borrowing Words as Documentary Evidence

Li Dongsong

Abstract: In the spring of 1903, Liang Qixun published an article titled The Relationship between
the Psychology of Peoples and Education on No.25 of SEIN MIN CHOONG BOU, and explained
that this article had been translated from the English version of The Psychology of Peoples by
French scholar Le Bon. In the article, the modern concept of “national character” was used, which
became the first documentary evidence of the word “Guominxing” in modern Chinese. Considering
Liang Qixun’s academic background and the use of the translated word “Kokuminsei” in the Meiji
period of Japan, it can be inferred that Liang Qixun was unlikely to translate “Guominxing”
directly from English, but during the translating process, he might have referred to Le Bon'’s
National Psychology by Japanese scholar Tsukahara Seiji, which was published in 1900 and
translated from the English version of Le Bon’s, and borrowed the translated word “Kokuminsei”

from Seiji’s book.
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The elements of classification which anatomy,
languages, environment, or political organisation
are incapable of furnishing are supplied by
psychology, which shows that behind the
institutions, arts, beliefs, and political upheavals
of each people, lie certain moral and intellectual
characteristics that determine its evolution. It is
the whole of these characteristics that form what
may be called the soul of a race.
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This aggregate elements

observable in all the individuals of a race

of psychological

constitutes what may rightly be called the
national character.
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If it be wished to state in precise language the
influences which govern the individual and
direct his conduct, they may be said to be of
three kinds. The first and certainly the most
important is the influence of ancestors; the
second, the influence of the immediate parents;
the third, commonly supposed to be the most
powerful, but nevertheless the weakest, is the
influence of environment.
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5 | A race may be compared to the totality of the
cells that constitute a living being. The existence
of these milliards of cells is very short, whereas
the existence of the being formed by their union

is relatively very long;
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WAHBANZEAMEEIA, EaRRAH “ERME” Rt kisetl. REVFER (% BEEe
B dt) o1, nationality x$ A “HEK, RfE, AR, HE”. FE2ETE 1923 41 (SRS
RARFF ) o, nationality WK MEAMAH “EHRME” XA EEHE, BECH “BX, BT
B K 2 IR R, national character [E 14, HHRHEINA—EZBUAMAL, BEXE: 2
B, EZRM S EE RS — RS 2 s 5K

CHERARE X ANME BIRAR LK, FHUERCASEE “Metabolism” X BE1E%, DAL p) (4
BEF ) AP AR (egegt) TSR XA, PSR R X AN A SR 2 1907 4F
IMEREIR (R DARARHE) B=0E: I i AR 2 R AR AL, RN BIR TR
Fridt, AR ERERAHE, BN R NI .7 1908 4, B KM (FEEXR
FEIL) MUHE “Metabolism” FHIEA “HIMBAEMAIER”. EHA, FARE (GERX RS T
WA XA RIERFHIT, FiET SHBRAH” —mEaH T 1881 Sk =%
MBS BT SR I (Bl ) —F5, HhBiE. “HEAR =R 7 #4E 2 =m 7%



BB > Ho T AMB =L A VA B BTREARIE N = VK B v Y 7. EEH 1900 4F
HAAA G E7E RS ¥ “metabolismus” BN “Zih. B, K/ FE~ 3 b,
X FMTEL a b EEEG ZEA LT b BB Goova b7 1902 4, (H A
FEHL) 4 “Metabolism” #REA “CEED FAGMER [ 1, AMBEE”. 1912 91 (%
FICY) BT RN B ok “Metabolism” X%y “BrARH 7 A1 d.

TR PA B E AT AT DA H AR DR 22 2 I Sl TR 2 K B R 0 7 AR, (A
WY RHERMZAE, HAWRZ AR, EHAERAR LD EEHRZES . 3R
Ja, BARTEMMT BERRRE LR 0 2, VEE Y, R, RmiET K
BGERN, AR FEADXGE R M, BE T OREMPE R, RS , LR
e . A, O ERME. BRI TE 7 S TE H AL L BTk, Hainsks
. AEREAE A RS, JEE A B E SCR AR R R K5k, AbTE
1903 FEFEN RN (HROBRE) —HET, SHBEBUR 1900 EEAH (RIBEOHZ) 5
AR . BEBSAIE B IX — midcE JIUESR A2 RS0 ORI —w R . B, B
JEE T IR “HBEARE 7, B “Metabolism” X M. S2br b, 7E 1910 4F /T A KK
AR (RBEFHREOOHE) F, LR 3 BJEZE T K “national character” %A 4§ % N
CHEETE”, T R RS S BOAZS, KR MIERIE M Rl A & A
My 2MOREG I hET 2L EH/RL. HOTHEROAMEE. Cherel T
I NI ZOAEFMMELEORE b, 2OREIC LD THMiE s 2 2EMEL TCheH
FHynig, 2OEFHMEHERICEAL Y & 2.7 iTHEKRECHEE#EH “HERE”
AN, PR TR AN . M H, 1E 1935 FE RN R PR AEEAR RIS KO3 e
Y e PR AR S R AR AN A LR, A2 T A A A A T R AR Y
T E LA TR il 2 ik 2 A A, MUK A 7 X BRSO A A B ” x4
i o

WA L T DR R R (EROHEPEHEZ KRR —30h, BB T#E2IER

SNCI DAL R . BTRRAGEAE, REE HANSREIRIER Ov R > RRE
OIEY —, RHRMHAEHN “E R MR E B RBUK 1900 F£3EAH OV R >
KRGO,

“HiE

TRAEEMESF T, —DHBSH ™A, B EAEE DRI X M ESA. A
T, AETF2EFEMR I A0 AR (K STHR b 3R B & i o A8 P 3, i 95 SR T A5 3 EL L By
fo HMERS 7B AIENA R, HEHUSR. TEKM . KEAR AR B A2 75 i
R TIEZ I, MUELLTTR P HSCHR. ARG TEH, REWAHIERER “BRE” —
7 1903 SRR BARBGE T “ERME” X MS MO IoE, MR H AR T RE R X 1
ICERR A B A3 . (B2, HATMEH YIRS Ron R sl A, BEANR TR



SR AT R I R {8 AERT 5

JA 2 F A BRRAE SR .t H AT RT W SR R AR T =, BRI CE R XA HE
Eaailibp SR U E

CRIRME” IR E B AR S SO s B R E B, WAL HE AR, T B AR AR
P, RS SORAS R AT 2 S JUHARAE T EIT AR E R R, [ R A
TR N RPEATF FTIAR? [ IR TR 5 N IR TE R B e dons o B AL 27 T BRI ? 72T
FRA KRB RFF GRS R, BT E RAEIA A 75 i 2 2% X070 Ay Hh [m] 250 3K 2% i)
AL AN CERME” XSRS IRT . WIRAN R CETE, BRI i
(HROHEPESHFZRR) LILERMEEICHE LA EEBSLE .

R
@ (SRR TR TE SRR ) A, BIBMT “1912 SEAERE (FE) REER, BHEE CRpE)

FeBEBER. 1914 FATIL P EARITIRILE, XTHHIRSF. 1928 FRBEBHI. 1931 FRETHH K
. 1933 FEERR A FIL R PE B H BT E 4T, 1938 FATHR T B BCA HEARIT . dL-F R
4, ARG S RNOE E B R TAE. 1951 4F 7 H BT g e SO ST TR AE R 1965 4F 11 H
14 FIfit, 4589 .7 (P s i suiEdm, SR, 2001 4, 28 46 71.)

QP Jai# CHrRREIEL - =+10), Wz T R E SR AT —4, &S0, 0096 it
#5368-369 Tl (L) 2+ FridskmmE. “SEREAMNE” MREE CoRRnc LM - KIbf
MEATY BrEURE (EREAL 1985 4, 5 534 1), HaREilE CohrRMincs (2—A), HiEh
R, REZTHFE=AKT, REZTE—HAZW 8100 1. RRATE (REEBEEY GBI,
7 AR - TR AN R G, 2018 4, £ 572 T,

OF FiR v E M B HEHME LKA R, BIRRA AN, B8 T IR A R R M 72 R
BB T HFRE, NPRIEFNEE TS, Rl EHENZINERER, EHARE LR
SWIRBUAR . ¥ Y BRIEE MR A, KAt WP E 5 R Bk B EAH R EE
Mo CRHERAERE, CREMEEBRIEARD), MWLM, 20174, % 6-7 0. 19054 11 H 16 H, #
ERBEBRE M “SFEE, HRKES, BN mENE FZNEap &, BREARE
AN . A ST, BT GAES. B, (REBERD: MK S4 SRR
BALY HRE RS R AL, 2016 4, #5383 T HARRZEIR LA, Hih “Zmw s BZnEs
KA 2o, G 2 naF KRS .

@%HE: (BHETR) N5 (B NE—TFI9, Hf “PRe” = ORI FEER AT

OFESHPEES, (T - =) hEH “RUW” —H, B “EHEKEGRE, BRFEIKLNNLZE.
FTBAREEE CERD WA CHER, VUM 2R, EHHSEE Y, EUEEREF. T8
BRACU” Beia s L AR OB B=+ B R T8 (E0IE) B8, JFIC
BRACEE Z MOR SR A R MR R 2R T 007 EIAR T A AR P, 7 3 8 DU AR H AR HE K IR B 1
B RE JETF A AR A BRI —38, I BGE A SR U 7 I AR & SO At A 18 AR ik.
BT W CUNFERFES) ORI BRI T v 2T R T v F = aaov” GRIVREE
J\EIZI, 1879 4, 543 TU; JHMT =M “HPRMW" X #EIEE “new for old” (GEEFIL), THRHE
KRR, 1890 4F, 55137 TD: CGHrolFIREEIL) Aol “HiBRARI” MBRER “31 286D EY ThH1z 5
LELD IR 2”7 GEBFI=EE, NEME, 19124, 4678 ). M T HAMZERIT A4 A E R
POBEREPG 7T AHE S, FE SRS, 01908 £ (B EFARIERI) &, “metabolism” HEH
# 9 “P5 B~ (Philip Brunelleschi Cousland, An English-Chinese Lexicon of Medical Terms, Medical



Missionary Assn. of China, 1908, p.219.); [FJ4FE AR B PR (D& KFEIL) 1, “metabolism” 4R X
N« (EUBERROEB B, ” (5 % K, An English and Chinese standard dictionary: M-Z,

Commercial Press, 1908, p,1433.). ELE| 1916 4F, #HFEHATE Bk “FEIURE W EERS B, A “HFRA

. L . Metabolism, »., b1 hang », ) ) i
W7 xt B “ metabolism ”: ¢ vi Ay mEi& | wang chang (o Hemeling, English-Chinese
Sei, 3 B FC 8 hsin chén tai hsieh.

Dictionary of the Standard Chinese Spoken Language CF i), p.867.); i [FH M (EE) o, H7ER
SCRARN T AR PG AR A A AR AT . AR RIEHR R R R 2 R AR . DR
AR ARG 1. BRI O %%, (RRIEDY WA 1-6 %, MSME, 1916 4F, YIRS
184 T1)o (HEURY (KA SR U A A 225 H OB SUIIRIE, W H A GHE ERRFE) Hr, “HibR
7 ZBESCA: “LABAROL = HBAH () AWk AEHEE2E 0o, &2 $hN
OV ERFCHRL Tz avF—En L, 3, EHZOEF 585, NEML LA IR L
T HLOMER 2. COERAELC LHEEMEEEIMCHES L, Z2OMEE L T E 0 Bl
g (&) EEEL. AL THCORSE L. XCheN My 2. COEREHBICH & ©
o7 (KB, (e EREREL), e, 1934 4F, 55705 1)

O TR BB F KT ARE, REMEA-RHOZEWES, AR WESE, (B2, Tieg#
FH. T CRBBEIEKR), EERRIN CRBBEIL), UK (MKl s4 5RKRME)
(RIBHEE: MK 54 SRR hEEAE RGBS iE. Glneg, HEAMEEH
LR I AR AR ZE R, 1908 4F 12 H 11 H ZFEE 1504 5 (ML #ik# =k 7 ) HEIE: “--ee
HABMHRRGB AT S /7 Vv 2 78 /=0y Z Zik AR F b/ EIRF ARE G = G s eeeeee
HED by 7 REolEE o PR VED BT 7 K FRBHR KL/ EFT v Fo i B ZE R [ >
gy e, (7 v 7T FESEE R £ > & —, REEL No.1-0564, %5 440900 7)) 1908 4F 12 A 12 H 2555
1516 SEA AR I TE =B/ /NS RE RS (RSB =7 ) PEIE: RSB TR R5mA
KERHON B 7% 7 888 R & /AR v i B HBEH 7 R S AR B S / Byeeeenr 7
(72 7HESR% R ¢ >~ £ —, REEL No.1-0564, %5 440909 71) 1908 E 12 A 16 H Z A5 1562 5 1L
W AIFTE = AR AN KA B F RIS S CRER =7 ) 58 “BERPEmALH TR
FEER St = FEZEBE TR RIHE v B 3 = DA+ H MR R E ol = 171 7 5w RS BN Y
== by 7R Lok = 7 RFER 7R EOORE B E =R TS K=Y
------ 7, (7Y 7SR £ > 2 —, REEL No.1-0564, 440915 U1) {H/Z&, 1908 4= 12 A 15 HIE K Fik
451 S RELMBMRE — A IS REMEDMIEREHRSE GEEAREB =7 sate T L
WYL, HApEE: R O%F Y MR A VR X R R AR R (— 2R N R R
RFE=E Y T RS = RRREGRAZ v N FIR =R RS RANERRSE B 7% KE
YRS I =RER /B AEE Y Y 7Y FRA TN T RE  BERT @R =y B—
2 7 VARHEIR A AR TIE RT3 YRy R U R 8 W=y 7 B = FTH + 2 XHFTE
SR T G M RER AR F HORE Y RV = 5 >SRN BUR =B 55 M TE) 73 = 200 i
TERFEEEN GV ) bRET7 2M 7 = E 2 B FEf = T REH M RAVE T ) HALIEY =
TR/ EFESYKE =R THOBE FEE /MR E MR T v 2 WE S B =
CRWPER B FZ A KAAN AWF AFERFYRRZ L3 b= 7 SHB = KE = FE¥F v
NOZRAZHFEVHEES Y 55 UL T N5 TR B Bl R S = R
FEABAZANVAT V=NT XY FEREZ V. (7Y 7BEREE £ >~ X —, REEL No.1-
0564, %5 440918 U1 LA W, HASME kb A GG S it H — S EE R BT v 2 bk, B
IERBWMEIE AR, AR CEREBSHA), RKEANRHBRM, 20054, 2 492-495 Ti,
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