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Child Advocacy in which School Social Workers and
Schools work on as a team
Interview Surveys with Coordinator Teachers

Miwako Otsuka
Faculty of Rehabilitaion, Kobe Gakuin University

Abstract

The interview surveys with eleven elementary and junior high school coordinator teachers were performed. They have
been systematically collaborating with school social workers (SSW) to provide in-school support such as case conference
with parents for children with problems. Thirty-two cases, in which team support, including case conference with parents
was effective, were analyzed. First, the issues faced by the cases were classified into "characteristics of the child," "family
factors," and "specific problems presented by the child." In addition, the specific problems that children exhibited were

nn

classified into "school life issues," "school refusal," and "problem behavior," and the content and impact of team support
including case conferences with parents were analyzed for each problem. As a result, in each case, the problems of the
child and the problems of the family environment were intricately intertwined based on the developmental characteristics
of the child, and the problem deteriorated. But, through team support, it was possible to support the child's development
guarantee, including the guarantee of academic achievement and the creation of a place to belong. The significance of
"child advocacy" activities, which involve team support by teachers and SSW who are responsible for institutional
advocacy and collaboration with parents who are responsible for non-institutional advocacy, is that it can intervene and
support the vicious cycle of problems of children with complex difficulties. In addition, the professional role of SSW is

considered to assess environmental information by comprehensively grasping the situation in which the children are

placed.

Key Word : child advocacy, school social worker, case conference with parents, coordinator teachers, school as a

team
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